
Talking to children about complex issues like racism 

can be difficult 

 

Here are a few books to help: 

Something Happened in Our Town: A Child’s Story about Racial Injustice by Marianne 

Celano (for preschool children) 

“The Colors of Us” by Karen Katz 

“Let's Talk about Race” by Julius Lester 

“The Skin I'm In: A First Look at Racism” by Pat Thomas 

“Sesame Street's We're Different; We're the Same” by Bobbi Jane Kates 

“The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas (for teenagers) – also a movie 

“Just Mercy (adapted for Young Adults)” by Bryon Stevenson (The movie by the same title is 

an excellent one and will spark much discussion on racism.) 

 

         

 

Other Resources: 

A book list from an inclusive pre-kindergarten teacher - Brittany Smith 

Responsive Media Resources about Race and Racism  

Corretta Scott King Book Award Winners 

They're not too young to talk about race 

Beyond the Golden Rule - Teaching Tolerance 

Article from AdoptiveFamilies.com: Talking About Race and Racism 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/37953987-something-happened-in-our-town
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19600.The_Colors_of_Us
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/268111.Let_s_Talk_about_Race
https://www.amazon.com/Skin-Im-First-Look-Racism/dp/0764124595
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/109949.We_re_Different_We_re_the_Same
https://www.amazon.com/Hate-U-Give-Angie-Thomas/dp/0062498533
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Adapted-Young-Adults/dp/0525580034
https://www.buzzfeed.com/mikespohr/childrens-books-about-race-and-racism
https://mcusercontent.com/0564f8c7013280bccd8a1df80/files/ac78c045-db1f-4fbc-9038-17148012774f/Responsive_Resources.docx
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/coretta-scott-king-book-award-winners
http://www.childrenscommunityschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/theyre-not-too-young-1.pdf
https://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/general/beyond_golden_rule.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/0564f8c7013280bccd8a1df80/files/752b6c36-c909-489f-92b9-879c4725bc14/_Talking_about_Race_and_Racism.pdf

